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Dear Parents,
It is hard to believe that we have been in school almost one full month.  The changing weather reminds us
that a new season has begun.  I am certain that your lives at home are much different from a month ago-
getting up early, making lunches and coordinating our week takes a lot of effort.  I would like to
congratulate all of you for getting your children to school on time and fully prepared for their day at
school.  They are so happy to arrive at school and so pleased to see your smiling faces at the end of their
day.
In Assembly and in our classrooms the staff has been discussing the value of decisiveness.  We have all had
the opportunity to speak with the students about both good and poor decisions, right and wrong, how
decisions affect other people, and just being able to stand by a decision they have made. I have read a
passage from Beatrix Potter’s The Tale of Peter Rabbit as well as my favorite Robert Frost poem, The
Road Not Taken.  Please share with us any ideas or quotes you may have on values.  We would love to
gather more ideas.  October’s value is Punctuality.  I look forward to preparing for this month’s
assemblies.
On Friday, October 3rd Mr. Feinstein will give a presentation on chess.  He is looking forward to discussing
his passion and beliefs in the educational and developmental importance of chess on young children.  This
presentation is the first in a monthly series we are introducing to our parents this year.  During the second
monthly morning Mrs. Newman will present Carden Math. Following that I have asked Mrs. Sullivan to give
a language arts presentation.  I will let you know the times and dates for the winter as we set them up.
We hope to choose a variety of times during school hours which will work for both the parents and the
staff who are participating.  Many of our teachers are excited to share the Carden curriculum and their
special enrichment classes with our parent body.
Lastly, I want to let you know of a change in our office.  Mrs. Eymann has agreed to take on some more
administrative duties to support our school goals and has moved into the inner office.  Mrs. Price is
helping us temporarily until we find the right clerical person for our school community.  If you have
questions regarding ASC billing or FACTS tuition, please do continue to phone Mrs. Eymann directly.  She
will be working directly with our volunteers and helping me with the many issues surrounding admissions
and the day to day operations of our school.
For now, enjoy the beautiful month of October.  It is my favorite time of year.
My warmest regards,
-Mrs. Lalanne

Mrs. Lalanne
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Oct. 1- Eye Exams
Oct. 3- Earthquake Drill
Oct. 14-17th 5th Grade goes to camp
Oct. 14-17th Book Fair
Oct. 20- Teacher Workday, No Classes
  No Childcare
Oct. 22- Picture Day
Oct. 24- Talent Show
Oct. 31- Great Pumpkin Day
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              Fast Facts about Mae Carden

                                  
Mae Carden established the first CARDEN SCHOOL® in 1934 at 24 East 68th Street in
New York City. Two years later she moved it to 43 East 67th Street. She
demonstrated that children can gain an understanding of their own language and
attain the ability to use it correctly when reading, listening, speaking, or writing.
Her goal was to teach children to think; her main techniques were analysis and
rhythm. Her educational philosophy and teaching techniques became an integral part
of the CARDEN METHOD®. Teachers, students, and parents often shorten the name of
this interrelated, eclectic group of approaches to learning. They call it Carden.
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Kindergarten NewsThank You, Parents,
Many thanks go to family and
friends:
From the bottom of our
hearts….THANK YOU!

♦ Everyone who participated in
Back to School Night, it was a
huge success.

♦ Mrs. Becker who has taken on
the leadership role with the
Cougar Café and put together
our school directory!

♦ All our families who
participated in the Carden
Clean-Up day in August.

First Grade News
First Grade Students are learning about the community in which they live as
well as what makes it unique.   Students have located their street addresses on
the bulletin board display of the Santa Cruz County map located in our
classroom.   Pieces of yarn stretched from their address to a picture of each
student make it easy to visually see where students live in relationship to one-
another.  Students have learned how to read a compass rose and are learning
cardinal directions.  Students each made gorgeous maps of our campus, filled
with color, identifying where things on our campus are located, as well as
made maps of their bedrooms.

First graders are learning about animals native to our area. A highlight for
students this month was dissecting owl pellets and finding the bones from the
mice that were eaten. We are not sure from which owl the pellets came, but
we do know from our research that it could be from a Barn Owl, a Western
Screech Owl, or the Great Horned Owl.   From our studies students learned
that owls swallow their prey whole, that they have silent flight, large
eardrums, and excellent eyesight...

Students have become two vowel rule reading experts!!  In math students can
add or subtract one or two to any number you give them.  Students have
learned the difference between a number and a numeral.  If you are uncertain,
ask a first grader!

-Mrs. Laffin

The first month of Kindergarten has been great!  We’ve been
discussing friendship, independence and making the right
choices.
-Ms. Trost

Every year parents ask Òwhy French?Ó  A note to you all about why:
1.  French is 2nd only to English as a language of Diplomacy in the

world.  It is used by the United Nations, the European Nation, the
International Olympic Committee and the Red Cross to name a
few.

2. French will improve your English.  Many English words come from
French and often they are spelled “uniquely” for example.

3. France is a leader in many industries including:  pharmaceuticals,
cosmetics, fashion, and nuclear energy.

Merci
 -Madame Wimp

Second Grade News
  The 2nd grade is beginning to study the number before.  We will
soon call if subtraction.
  Science has been fun because as well as learning about air, wind,
rain, and sun; we’re learning poems about them.
  Our field trip plans have yet to be completed but soon we’ll be
getting ready to learn firsthand some very interesting “Topics.”

-Mrs. Sullivan

French News

Callie missed you!

    

Carden School of
Santa Cruz

School Closed
October 20, 2008
For our Teacher Workday

(No childcare provided)



“I teach
children
to be decent
citizens
and live
nicely. You
can’t
survive in
the
world if you
aren’t
polite. I
want
children to
learn,
and to enjoy
learning.
Life is a
joy, so
should be
learning."

     Mae
Carden
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It is the beginning of the school year, so I wanted to take this opportunity to explain more about the
approach to Carden’s 3rd Grade spelling curriculum:

Every week the students study two lists of spelling words. On Monday and Wednesday a new list of
words is introduced to the students through a story. As I read the story, I stop when I get to one of
our words. I then recite the letter sounds of that word. The students then recite and write each
letter. We then orally spell each word twice. Finally, we write and say the phonetic “control” for
each word. This multi-sensory approach helps to solidify in the child’s mind the spelling and
enunciation of each word. It also teaches them how to decode other words, by using a phonetic
approach.

Each Tuesday and Thursday we recall the lists of words, which involves writing each word again
from memory. We then review the words, confirm their spelling, and confirm the Carden controls.
This activity highlights to the student those words which need further practice. The recall lists of
words are sent home in the homework folder each Tuesday and Thursday, with my corrections as
needed. For Tuesday’s homework there will usually be a writing assignment with the list of words.
The students may write a sentence for each spelling word or a story which includes all of the words.
Any corrections that I have made to the recall lists should be reviewed by the student in
preparation for Friday’s spelling test.

The Carden spelling approach is quite different from most traditional approaches. It is not about
memorizing a list of words each week, and then likely forgetting them just after the test. Rather
the students work with the words, utilizing their multiple learning styles (visual, auditory, and
kinesthetic). This approach provides the highest probability for success.

If you would like further clarification on this process, please do not hesitate to ask. I would be
happy to explain it in more detail.

-Mrs. Newman

Third Grade News

The 4th grade class is busy, as usual!  In September, we got a head start on our first
community service project and learned some basic facts about childhood cancer.  We took a
field trip to Jacob's Heart, to learn how our class can help this organization help children with
cancer in our community.  Our next field trip will be "Tombstone Tales", a tour of a local
cemetery put on by the Museum of Art and History.  This will coincide with our exciting
upcoming Social Studies curriculum...  

-Ms. Manjunath

Fourth Grade News

4

Fifth Grade News
The 5th grade class has been busy in history class learning about the earliest Americans, including
how they came to our continent, who they were, and what kind of settlements they made. We are
also reading about European exploration and how that affected the lives of the natives.  In
geography, we are working our way from east to west throughout the year learning each state,
capital, and abbreviation in our country.
In other news, the class is getting geared up to spend 3 nights at Fieldguides,  a science camp in
Monterey County with the fifth graders at The Carden Academy of Santa Clara. We will sleep in
tents, hike at Point Lobos, visit the Monterey Bay Aquarium, and learn a lot about our coastal
environment. It will be an adventurous trip and a wonderful learning experience!

-Ms. Weiss



Hear from our teachers what makes us
unique:

Information Mornings

Parents, please join us for a discussion and
chess demonstration led by Mr. Feinstein.

Learn its educational and developmental value.

Date:  Friday, October 3, 2008
Time:  10:05am – 10:40am

Location:  Multi Purpose Room
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